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Cherokees to the rescue
Two join together to save a long-time Archives project

Just as the economic decline has put the bite on everyone, the Moravian Archives
has received pledges of two major grants for publication of our longest running
project.

At the beginning of the 1800s the
Moravians of Salem, North Carolina,
saw opportunity to open a mission to
the Cherokees. It was truly a major
undertaking for such a small church,
but despite start-up difficulties and
some misunderstandings (see page 2),
the Springplace mission to the
Cherokee Nation began on July 13,
1801. It survived the Trail of Tears and
the Civil War but could not survive
government parceling tribal lands to
individuals, omitting missions. The
mission finally closed in May 1899.

During the mission’s almost 100
years of existence its workers in true
Moravian fashion compiled a remark-
able body of records — diaries, corre-
spondence, reports, committee minutes
— truly a gold mine of material for his-
torical, theological, socio-ethnological,
linguistic research, or just plain fun
reading and learning a large slice of
American history that has been very
little explored. As one scholar put it,
these records are the “only account of daily life in the Cherokee Nation.” Period.

Trouble is, the first one-third of the records were in the language the mission
workers knew best, German, and in the handwriting few German scholars know
today, the “deutsche Schrift.” As late as 1989 the Archives had to turn away
Cherokees who wanted to read of their ancestors, because the documents were
still locked in the original German language.

See Cherokees page 3

Archivist C. Daniel Crews receives the
first grant of $25,000 from Jack D.
Baker, Treasurer of the Cherokee Nation.






