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Dr. Crass Speaks on Archaeology and
History of the Spring Place Moravian

Mission in Georgia

David Crass, Ph.D., State
Archaesologist of Georgia, was the
featured speaker at the spring meat-
ing of the Cherokee-Moravian Histori-
cal Association last April 24, 2004, in
Winston-Salem, Morth Carolina. Dr.
Crass gave a presentation about the
State of Georgia's Trail of Tears
Initiative and recent archaeological
investigations at the Spring Place
Maravian mission site.

His presentation began with an expla-
nation of how archasology is like de-
tective work, using physical evi-
dence—artifacts and features—and
information from written records to
interpret the past. He explainad that,
as the head archaeologist for the
State of Georgia, he is responsible for
many types of archaeoclogical re-
search, including outreach with Na-
tive Americans and research of impor-
tant sites related to Native American
prehistory and history.

One important project recently spon-
sored by his office was a preliminary
archaeological investigation of the
Spring Place Mission site, founded in
1801 on the plantation of Cherokee
planter James Vann. This very impor-
tant Moravian mission in Georgia
operated almost until the time of the
Cherokee removal. Moravian letters
and church records from the period
provide much historical information
about the mission. Dr. Crass summa-
rized the history of the Cherokee Indi-
ans through the 17" to 19" centuries,
and explained how Spring Place came
to exist. He noted that the Moravian

missionaries offered educational op-
portunities for the Cherokee at Spring
Place and their humanitarian efforts
were tied into their mission of spread-
ing of the gospel. The mission can be
viewed as part of a larger national ef-
fort in the early 19" century to “civilize”
the Mative Americans of the south-
eastern United States, but the Mora-
vians encouraged humane treatment
of the Cherokes at a time when they
were subjected to widespread racism
and mistreatment by whites. The
Moravians joined with others in
protesting the federal government's
efforts to remove the Cherokee to the
westarn territories and the Moravian
missionaries made some effort to miti-
gate the horrors of the remaoval by ob-
jecting to the harsh treatment of the
Mative Americans at the hands of the
federal troops. Once the removal proc-
ess became inevitable, Moravian mis-
sionaries traveled to Oklahoma where
they established new missions and
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Breaking News

As the *Cherokee-Moravian
Historical Mewsletter® goes
o press, forty-four Mora-
vians from varicus parts of
the Southeast have begun a
trip to retrace the Trail of
Tears with leaders John and
Barbara Giesler. On
Wednesday evening, Sep-
tember 15, 2004 tour partici-
pants will join adults and
children from the Oaks In-
dian Centar, Oklahoma
Cherokee fnends, and
CMHA Oklahoma members
to explore the old, Mew
Springplace mission site and
cemetery in Oaks, Okla-
horma. Following the tours,
the Cherokee-Moravian His-
torical Association will hold
its first Oklahoma meeting.
The evening will conclude
with a hog fry dinner and
gospel sing.




Trail of Tears President Jack Baker Visits Moravian Archives

In December, | visited the Moravian
Archives in Winston-Salem, North
Carolina. While there | saw the
travel diary of Miles Voagler, a mis-
sionary to the Cherokees, of his
journey in the fall of 1838 from
Brainerd Mission at present Chatta-
nooga to the Cherokee MNation
West. This hand-written, 65 page
diary gives a detailed account of
the route he took. Vogler, with two
other Moravian missionaries, used
the same northern route that was
used by the majority of the Chero-
kees who left in the weeks follow-
ing Vogler's departure. The Ar-
chives is transcribing the diary and
has agreed to make it available for
us to publish. This diary will be a
great asset in locating the actual
Trail that was used and in identify-
ing any segments that may still

exist. Their chief archivist, C.
Daniel Crews, is translating the
Minutes of the Governing Board for
the Southern Province of the Mora-
vian Church for 1838. The original
record is in German script and
most of it has never before been
translated into English. Much of the
discussion has to do with the
Cherokee situation regarding re-
maoval. The Moravians were very
interested, as they had in 1801
established the first mission to the
Cherokees at Springplace in Geor-
gia. Several Cherokees visited Sa-
lem in that year, including Chief
John Ross, Major Ridge, and
George Hicks. These documents
will give a unigue view of the con-
flicts regarding the Cherokee re-
moval; and, fortunately, Mr. Crews
has also agreed to make this avail-

able for us to publish. (1 would like
to thank Anna McCoy Smith, a Mo-
ravian and a Cherokee, whose in-
troduction and influence made it
possible to access these valuable
records.) These are exciting times
for the Trail of Tears Association as
new interpretation displays are go-
ing up and new documents are
being uncovered regarding the Traill

Jack Baker is President of the Trail
of Tears Association and a Board
member of the Cherokee-Moravian
Histarical Association.

Visit the Moravian Archives website
at www.moravianarchives.org and
order their booklet, Faith and
Tears: The Moravian Mission
among the Cherokee, by C. Daniel
Crews.

Dr. Theda Perdue to Speak at CMHA Meeting

Cherokee-Moravian Historical Association & Salem as his party of

The Salem College Lecture Series Present:
Dr. Theda Perdue

“Indian Women
and Southern History"

Shirley Auditorium
Salem College Fine Arts Center
Thursday, September 23, 2004

7:00 PM

QOur association's fall calendar is an

exciting one. First is a lecture "Indian
Women and Southern History,” by Dr.

Theda Perdue, the highly acclaimed
scholar of Cherokee history. The
second edition of the book Perdue
edited with her husband Dr. Michael
Green, The Cherokee Removal: A
Brief History with Documents, is hot
off the press. This new edition
includes a letter to Salem from
George Hicks, a Cherokee man
"faithful to his Moravian faith." Hicks,
the leader of a removal detachment
on what is today called the Trail of
Tears, writes his Moravian friends in

more than a thousand
Cherokees prepare to
cross the Mississippi
during their horrific jour-
ney West. Dr. Perdue
will be with us just two
days after the official
opening of the National
Museum of the Ameri-
can Indian on the mall in
Washington. Interest in
Mative American culture
should be at an all time
high.

Dr. Perdue's lecture is a grand op-
portunity for the CMHA to provide
an informative program for mem-
bers of the community. Please plan
to attend and bring your friends.

Theda Perdue is Atlanta Professor
of History and American Studies at
the University of Morth Carolina,
Chapel Hill. She holds a Ph.D. from
the University of Georgia, and she
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' versity, Clemson Univer-
g sity, and the University

Cherokee Society,

1540-1865 (1973); Na-
tions Remembered: An
Oral History of the Five
Civilized Tribes (1980);

Dr. Theda Perdue, Professer  Cherokee Editor (1983);
UNC Chapel Hill

Native Carolinians
(1985); The Cherokee
(1988); Southern Women: Histories
and ldentities (1992); Hidden Histo-
ries of Women of the New South
(1994); The Cherokee Removal
(1995); Cherokee Women: Gender
and Culfture Change, 1700-1835
{1988); Sifters: Native American
Women's Lives (2001); The Colum-
bia Guide to American Indians of the
Southeast (2001); and *Mixed
Blood" Indians: Hacial Construction
in the Early South (2003).
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Springplace Moriavian Mission
God’s Acre Reconsecrated July 27, 2002

Comments of Anna Smith, Cherokee-Moravian Historical Association
President on the occasion of the July 27, 2002 Reconsecration

| bring you greetings from the Peggy Scott Vann, the
Southern Province of the Maora- widow of James Vann, or

vian Church. The Moravians are !'God ':S‘ Acr e ". Sister Margaret Ann Crutch-
sincarely grateful to Merritt and field as the Moravians

Moses Bond and their families for - ‘ N avian called her after her remar-
their generous donation of the Sp ri ng IJ(.'E JIHI'JI’ 13 riage and baptism, lived

land where God's Acre lies. Mission Cemetery nearby. She was brought
Thank you. | was here last week to the mission to spend the
and this was an empty field. Jeff Area Open Dawn to Dusk final months of her life
Stancil, Julia Autry, and the staff |} No Parking or r":'"“m“ where her beloved friend
at the Vann House continue to § After Dar __ ¥ and Sister in faith, Anna
accomplish unbelievable feats in Georgia Department of Natural Resources | ‘M Rosina Gambold, cared for

very limited amounts of time.
Thank you for all your hard work.
| also would like to offer the sin-
cere gratitude of the Moravians to
the Trust for Public Land and the 18" ©5 e e

'her. Peggy. a highly re-

"= spected woman among her

«. _ people in the Cherokee Na-
~+ tion, was a part of the

= s Cherokee Women's Council

5,

Georgia Department of Natural it ‘5. in 1818, and a devout Mora-
Resources for their part in this i present, whase Hues are ‘\ﬁ‘.,. ~ vian. ° Edmund Schwarze,
project. o At L the Moravian pastor and

scholar, translated and pre-
' served an account of Peggy
Vann Crutchfield's burial

i P
e R
ety

About three years ago Dr. David
Crass, the Archaeologist for the

state of Georgia, Tim Howard, | here in God's Acre. "Many
Julia and Jeff from the Vann House, and | stood in this Indians came to see her body, prepared for burial,
field surrounded by old corn stalks. | listened as Tim and were quick to note the sweet, peaceful expres-

Howard explained to Dr. Crass where the original roads  sion on her face . . . An immense throng attended
likely existed, and David Crass, after looking at the sur- the funeral,” they listened attentively to the words of
rounding land, said, “If | were the Moravians, here is the missionaries, then “joined the procession as the
where | would put the graveyard.” Dr. Crass, I'm not sure body was born to God's Acre, which the Brethren
that we needed all those new scientific methods, for you  had laid out in the fenced orchard. ‘Forever with the
instinctively located God's Acre. Thank you, David, for Lord,” was sung as the company walked to the grave
your interest, help, and persistence. : whera,” as Schwarze phrased it, "only that which
was mortal was deposited.” * Peggy died in October
The Springplace Mission in Georgia is representative of  of 1820 and, only four months later, Anna Gambold
the relationship between two very different cultures in the  died.
early 19" century, one German and the other Mative
American. The Moravian's pioneering Protestant mission Anna Rosina Kliest Gambold had served in the
to the Cherokees continued for almost a century. God's Springplace mission with her husband John for 16
Acre is a sacred place to Moravians, and a sacred place  years from 1805 to 1821. Daniel Crews, the Mora-
to the Eastern and Westarn Cherokees as well. Anditis  vian Archivist in Salem, tells us: "MNot only was she
here in God's Acre where people, whose human endeav- [Anna Gambold] steeped in Christian faith and an
ors impacted both cultures, found their final resting place. experienced teacher, but she also proved dedicated
to the education of the Cherokee children,” many of
There is not time this afterncon to speak of all who are whom later made significant contributions to their
buried here. Yet, | want to take a moment to tell you Nation. * Edmund Schwarze comments on the pro-
about and to honor three of those people who belonged found friendship of Anna Rosina Gambold and
to the small Springplace Moravian Mission Congregation:  Peggy Vann Crutchfield in his work on the Moravian
Peggy Scott Vann Crutchfield, Anna Rosina Kliest Gam-  Missions Among the Southern Indian Tribes. When
bold, and Principal Chief Charles Hicks. he describes the burial of Anna Gambled he tells us
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God’s Acre Reconsecration
Continued from page 4 —

that “Beside her Cherokee Sister, whom she loved as
her own flesh and blood, was she tenderly bedded in the
Springplace graveyard amid the sobs and tears of her
little Indian boy-scholars who would not be consoled.” ®

In 1827, seven years after the death of these two
women, Charles Hicks, Principal Chief of the Cherokee
Mation was laid to rest here in God's Acre. He was born
in 1767 at Tomatly, on the Hiawassee River. His father
was a trader and his mother a Cherokee. Charles Hicks
was an educated man. He had a small library in his
home, spoke both English and Cherokee, and was a
devout Moravian. He married and raised a family of five
sons and three daughters. For 30 years he served the
Cherokee Mation. Several of those years he was Secre-
tary of the National Council and handled most of the
Mation's business. *Virtually," he served as Principal
Chief. Since Chief Pathkiller was old and ill, he turned
over all but simple duties to Charles Hicks. Pathkiller
died just 13 days before Hicks. So Charles Hicks en-
joyed the short-lived but much-deserved distinction of
being Principal Chief in the days just preceding his
death. "Hicks was a man of sound judgment and great
strength of character.” ®

Again | guote Edmund Schwarze as he recounts the
funeral of Charles Hicks. “According to his own wishes,
he was brought to his beloved Springplace for burial.
Dressed in white and reposing in a walnut casket, his
remains rested for several hours in Springplace Church
and were viewed by an immense concourse of people.”
Johann Schmidt, the Moravian Missionary to Spring-
place, preached his funeral. “Then six Christian Indians
carried him to his last resting-place in the Springplace
graveyard.”’

Since this land where God's Acre lies has been set
aside, there is, for the first time, a physical place to

Upcoming Events

September 23, 2004

serve as a reminder of this history and these people.
The land's proximity and relationship to the Vann
House historic site helps create a more complete pic-
ture of life among the Cherokees prior to Removal.
Although neither the Moravians nor the Cherokees
remained in Springplace, their story and this place is
one that continues to deserve preservation as a his-
torical landmark.

Again, thank you, Merritt and Moses Bond, and your
families, for your farsighted generosity and your com-
mitment to preserving this history.

EMDMOTES

! God's Acre's location was confirmed through a ground
penetrating radar survey conductad by the University of Georgia
and the Georgia Department of Matural Resources, These graves
remained undisturbad during the radar process.

# Paggy Crutchfield's Uncle, Chief Charlas Hicks, read the Cherg-
kee Women's Petition to the Council in 1818. This document is the
women's plea not to sell more Cherokee land and to continue to
hold Cherokee land in common. In a letter to Salem, Anna Rosina
Gambold included a copy of the petition. John and Anna Rosina
Gambaold to Jacoh Van Vieck, 17 July 1818, Moravian Archives in
Winston-Salem, M. C. {hereafter cited MAS); A published copy of
this document can be found in, Theda Perdue and Michael .
Green, eds., The Cherokee Removal: A Brief History with Docu-
ments (Boston: St. Martins Press, 1995), 125. The notation of the
evant is in the Springplace Diary, 1 July 1813, MAS,

® The classic history of the Moravian missions amaong the South-
eastern Indians s Edmund Schwarze, History of the Morawvian
Missions Among Southem indian Tribes of the Unifed States
(Bethlehem: Times Publishing Company, 1923}, 142

* . Daniel Crews, Faith and Tears: The Moravian Mission among
the Cherokee (Winston-Salem: Moravian Archives, 2000), 5, 6.

* Schwarze, History of the Missions, 144,
& |bid., 180.
" Ibid., 181.

Thursday Evening at 7:00 PM. The Cherokee-Moravian Historical Association & The Salem
College Lecture Series Present: Dr. Theda Perdue, — “Indian Women and Southern History".
Shirley Auditorium Salem College Fine Arts Center

October 19, 2004

Tuesday Evening at 7:30 PM. The Wachovia Historical Society Invites the members of the
Cherokee-Moravian Historical Association to their 109th Annual Meeting to be held at the new
Old Salem, Incorporated Reception Center in Old Salem.
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