Cherokees and Moravians

Newsletter of the Cherokee-Moravian Historical Association

Dr. Crass Speaks on Archaeology and
History of the Spring Place Moravian

Mission in Georgia

David Crass, Ph.D., State
Archaesologist of Georgia, was the
featured speaker at the spring meat-
ing of the Cherokee-Moravian Histori-
cal Association last April 24, 2004, in
Winston-Salem, Morth Carolina. Dr.
Crass gave a presentation about the
State of Georgia's Trail of Tears
Initiative and recent archaeological
investigations at the Spring Place
Maravian mission site.

His presentation began with an expla-
nation of how archasology is like de-
tective work, using physical evi-
dence—artifacts and features—and
information from written records to
interpret the past. He explainad that,
as the head archaeologist for the
State of Georgia, he is responsible for
many types of archaeoclogical re-
search, including outreach with Na-
tive Americans and research of impor-
tant sites related to Native American
prehistory and history.

One important project recently spon-
sored by his office was a preliminary
archaeological investigation of the
Spring Place Mission site, founded in
1801 on the plantation of Cherokee
planter James Vann. This very impor-
tant Moravian mission in Georgia
operated almost until the time of the
Cherokee removal. Moravian letters
and church records from the period
provide much historical information
about the mission. Dr. Crass summa-
rized the history of the Cherokee Indi-
ans through the 17" to 19" centuries,
and explained how Spring Place came
to exist. He noted that the Moravian

missionaries offered educational op-
portunities for the Cherokee at Spring
Place and their humanitarian efforts
were tied into their mission of spread-
ing of the gospel. The mission can be
viewed as part of a larger national ef-
fort in the early 19" century to “civilize”
the Mative Americans of the south-
eastern United States, but the Mora-
vians encouraged humane treatment
of the Cherokes at a time when they
were subjected to widespread racism
and mistreatment by whites. The
Moravians joined with others in
protesting the federal government's
efforts to remove the Cherokee to the
westarn territories and the Moravian
missionaries made some effort to miti-
gate the horrors of the remaoval by ob-
jecting to the harsh treatment of the
Mative Americans at the hands of the
federal troops. Once the removal proc-
ess became inevitable, Moravian mis-
sionaries traveled to Oklahoma where
they established new missions and
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Breaking News

As the *Cherokee-Moravian
Historical Mewsletter® goes
o press, forty-four Mora-
vians from varicus parts of
the Southeast have begun a
trip to retrace the Trail of
Tears with leaders John and
Barbara Giesler. On
Wednesday evening, Sep-
tember 15, 2004 tour partici-
pants will join adults and
children from the Oaks In-
dian Centar, Oklahoma
Cherokee fnends, and
CMHA Oklahoma members
to explore the old, Mew
Springplace mission site and
cemetery in Oaks, Okla-
horma. Following the tours,
the Cherokee-Moravian His-
torical Association will hold
its first Oklahoma meeting.
The evening will conclude
with a hog fry dinner and
gospel sing.







